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Philip G. Hazelton, 1954 John A. West, 1955










Lester J. Lewis, Chief
Wilbur P. Hunt, Special Edward E. Griffin, Special
Walter Crawford, Special Maurice Colman, Special
Charles Olivier, Special
George Pettigrew, Special and Dog Officer






Ernest S. Edwards Alvah G. Healcy
Edward E. Griffin
TRUSTEES OF TRUST FUNDS
Mildred F. Hunt, 1954 Eugene E. Gannon, 1955
Walter P. Tenney, 1956
LIBRARY TRUSTEES
Ella A. Allen, 1954 Maurice G. Colman, 1955
Rose C. Learnard, 1956
VILLAGE CEMETERY TRUSTEES
Josiah C. Richardson, 1954 Harry C. Edwards, 1955
Bert Warren. 1956
GREAT HILL CEMETERY TRUSTEES
Byron D. Mills, 1954 Charles A. Morse, 1955
William B. Wason, 1956 Austin C. Hunt, 1957
Maurice G. Colman, 1958
TRUSTEES OF THE WILCOMB-TOWNSEND HOME
Parish G. Lewis, 1954 (Deceased) Byron D. Mills, 1955
Ella A. Allen, 1956 Philip G. Hazelton, 1957
Austin C. Hunt, 1958
TOWN AUDITORS
John H. True William M. Hardy
Russell Underwood
BUDGET ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Russell Underwood Eugene Tenney




Tel. 19-3 Chester, N. H.
FIRE CHIEF
Victor B. Spollett
Tel. 4-4 Chester, N. H.
CUSTODIAN OF STEVENS MEMORIAL HALL
Edward E. Griffin
LOCAL CIVIL DEFENSE LEADER
Maj. Walter Smith
BRING THIS REPORT WITH YOU TO
TOWN MEETING
TOWN WARRANT
THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
To the inhabitants of the Town of Chester in the county of
Rockingham in said State, qualified to vote in Town Affairs: (L. S.)
You are hereby notified to meet at Stevens Memorial Hall in
said Chester on Tuesday, the ninth day of March, next at ten
of the clock in the forenoon, to act upon the following subjects
:
Propose to close polls at 6 o'clock, article 2, and all articles thereafter
to be taken up at 8 P. M.
1. To choose all necessary Town Officers for the year ensuing.
2. To raise such sums of money as may be necessary to defray-
town charges for the ensuing year and to make appropriations of
the same.
3. To hear the reports of Agents, Auditors. Committees or
officers heretofore chosen and pass any vote relating thereto.
4. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate a
sum of money for the improvement of highways and pass any vote
relating thereto.
5. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $349.01 for class 5 roads, the State to contribute $3,660.0.'>.
6. To see if the Town will appropriate the necessary amovuit
to repair and grave] the North Pond Road.
7. To see if the Town will \'Ote to raise and appropriate a sum
of money for maintenance of Stevens Memorial Hall.
8. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate a sum
of money for the care of the Town Poor and its share of the cost of
Old Age Assistance.
9. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate a sum
of money to defray the general expenses of the Fire Department and
any balance of the appropriations at the end of the year, to be placed
in the hands of the Trustees of Trust Funds to purchase Fire Equip-
ment.
10. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $2,500.00 towards the purchase of a new Fire Truck to be
used with the money already in the hands of the Trustees of Trust
Funds for the purchase of Fire Equipment and to authorize the
Selectmen to borrow a sum not exceeding $2,500.00. $1,500.00 to
be paid in 1955. $1,000.00 to be paid in 1956.
1 1
.
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $1,540.08 for Street Lights.
12. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $190.00 to install and maintain a Flashing Light, Red and
Amber, at the intersection of Routes 121 and 102.
13. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate a sum
of money for the care of the Town Dump.
14. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate a sum
of money to defray the expenses of the Chester Free Public Library.
15. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate a sum
of money for maintenance of Cemeteries.
16. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate a sum
of money for Memorial Day. Part to be used for Sports at Play-
ground.
17. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate a sum
of money for extermination of Moths and to prune or remove trees
bordering the highways.
18. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate a sum
not exceeding 1/100 of one per cent of the Town's Valuation based
on the 1953 assessment, to the Merrimac Region Association for the
purpose of publicizing and promoting the natural advantages and
resources of the Town in cooperation with the other 37 conrmiun-
ities in this region, or act in relation thereto.
19. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate a sum
of money for Civil Defense.
20. To hear the report of a committee previously appointed
regarding a memorial for veterans of World War II and raise and
appropriate a sum of money for the purchase and erection of the
same.
21. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
svim of $1,000.00 to retire the Great Hill Cemetery Notes.
22. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Trustees
of Trust Funds to pay into the Town Treasury the sum of $728.00
it being the amount used for advance payment on Wilcomb Tow^n-
send Home account.
23. To see if the Town will authorize the Selectmen to sell the
land where the Old Town Hall and Academy stood. The same to
be sold at Public Auction.
24. To see if the Town will avithorize the Selectmen to sell
property acquired by the Town, through Tax Collectors' deeds, at
Public Auction.
25. To see if the Town will vote to have the Moderator ap-
point a committee to bring in recommendation for zoning laws for
the Town and report at the next annual meeting.
26. To sec if the Town will vote to accept certain Funds willed
to the Town by Arthur H. Wilcomb (Approximately $7,500.00) to
be held in trust for the benefit of the Wilcomb Townsend Home and
to pass any vote relating thereto.
27. To see if the Town will vote to request the State Tax
Commission to make a complete reappraisal of the lands and other
property within the Town to equalize valuation in accordance to
law, and raise and appropriate money for the purpose.
28. To see if the Town will vote to petition the State Tax
Commission to have an audit made by the Division of Municipal
Accounting and raise and appropriate a sum of money therefor.
29. To see what discount will be allowed on April 1954 as-
sessment of taxes paid on or before August 1, 1954, or within ten
days of presentation of tax bill, and take any vote relating thereto.
30. To see if the Town will authorize the Selectmen to borrow
money in anticipation of taxes.
31. To transact any other business that may legally come
before said meeting.
Given under our hands and seal, this 20th day of February,




» Selectmen of Chester






BLTDGET OF THE TOWN OF
Estimates of 'Revenue and Expenditui-es for the Ensuing Year January
Revenue, Appropriations and Expenditures of the Previous Year Jan-
SOURCES OF REVEOSrUE
From State:
Interest and Dividends Tax
Railroad Tax
Savings Bank Tax
For Fighting Forest Fires





Rent of Town Hall and Other
Buildings
Income from Trust Funds
Motor Vehicle Permit ^'ees
From Local Taxes Other Than
Property Taxes
(a) Poll Taxes—iRegular @ $2
(h) National Bank Stock Taxes




1, 1954 to December 31, 1954 Compared with Estimates and Actual
uary 1, 1953 to December 31, 1953.
Actual Estimated
Appropriations Expenditures Expenditures
PURPOSES OF Previous Previous Ensuing
EXPENDITURES Year Year Year
1953 . 1953 1954
Current Maintenance Expenses:
General Government:
Town Officers' Salaries $1,800.00 $1,711.72 $1,800.00
Town Officers' Expenses 800.00 882.59 875.00
Election and Registration
Expenses 200.00 88.15 400.00
Expense Town Hail and Other
Town buildmgs 2,200.00 2,lv5.83 2,200.00
Protection of Persons & Property :
Police Department 125.00 72.50 125.00
Fire Department 1,400.00 1,412.73 1,200.00
Moth Exterm.—Blister Rust
and Care of Trees 100.00 100.00 200.00
Insurance 600.00
Civil Defense 100.00 54.94 100.00
Health:
Health Department, Including
Hospitals 50.00 49.10 50.00
Vital Statistics 30.00 21.00 30.00





General Expenses of Highway
Department
Town Road Aid
Libraries 400.00 400.00 400.00
Public Welfare:
Town Poor 1,600.00 2,663.11 4,000.00
Old Age Assistance 1,300.00 1,755.01 2,000.00
Patriotic Pui'posee:
Memorial Day and Veterans'







Parks and Playg-round, Incl.
Band Concerts 150.00 68.00 150.00
Public Service Enterprises:
Cemeteries 1T5.00 180.00 175.00
Unclassified :
Damages and Legal Expenses,
Incl. Dog Damages 99.50 100.00
Advertising and Regional Assn. 90.00 90.00 100.00
Interest:
~
On Temporary Loans 202.50 52.50 185.00
Taxes Bought by Town 2,479.77
Abatements, Discounts, Refunds 408.73
State Head Tax 3,140.48
Payment on Principal of Debt:
(to) Long Term Notes 500.00 500.00 500.00
Payments to Other Governmental
Divisions:
County Taxes 3,084.51 3,084.51 3,200.00
School Taxes 38,721.17 42,979.87



















of the Town of Chester in Rockingham County for the
Fiscal Year Ending December 31, 1953
CERTIFICATE
This is to certify that the information contained in this report
was taken from official records and is complete to the best of our
knowledge and belief.










Town of Chester BALANCE
ASSETS
Cash in Hands of Treasurer $10,948.05
Capital Reserve Funds
:
(For the acquisition of equipment and
new construction)
Fire Equipment 521.47
Accounts Due to the Town
:









State Head Tax Levy 1953 330.00
$23,871.08
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SHEET December 31, 1953
LIABILITIES
Reserve a/c Future Yield Tax Loss $2,195.80
State Head Tax—1953 (Uncollected) 330.00
Due to School District
:
Balance of Appropriation 3,221.17
Capital Reserve Funds
:
Offsets similar Asset Account 521.47
Long Term Notes Outstanding 1,000.00
$7,268.44








From Local Taxes :
Property Taxes—Current Year 1953 .... $43,860.70
Poll Taxes—Current Year—Reg. @ $2 804.00
National Bank Stock Taxes, 19.53 17.00
Yield Tax—1953 1,561.81
State Head Tax—1953 @ $5 2,315.00
Total Current Year's Taxes
Collected and Remitted $48.5.58.51
Property Taxes and Yield Taxes
Previous Years 11.679.76
Poll Taxes—Previous Years, Reg. @ $2 106.00
State Head Taxes @ $5 Previous Years 355.00
Interest received on Taxes 373.86
Penalties on State Head Taxes 35.50
Tax Sales Redeemed 1,988.69
From State
:
Interest and Dividend Tax 2,940.87
Railroad Tax 10.64
Savings Bank Tax 149.43
Fighting Forest Fires 11.73
State Head Taxes—Reimbursement .... 15.67 3,128.34




Rent of Town Property 342.00
Income from Trust Funds 816.49
Income from Departments 6.90
Registration of Motor Vehicles,
1952 Permits 369.34
Registration of Motor Vehicles,
1953 Permits 3,393.90 5,368.16
Total Receipts from All Sources $71,593.82








Town Officers' Salaries $1,711.72
Town Officers' Expenses 882.59
Election and Registration Expenses .... 88.15
Expenses Town Hall 2,175.83
Protection of Persons and Property
:
Police Department 72.50
Fire Dept. including Forest Fires 891.26
Moth Extermination 100.00





Town Dump and Garbage Removal .... 487.22
Highways and Bridges :
Town Road Aid 594.48
Town Maintenance
:
Summer—$3,955.55—Winter $773.16 .. 4,728.71
Street Lighting ^. 1,540.08










Memorial Day and Veteran's Ass'n. .... 95.64
Recreation
:
Parks and Playgrounds 68.00
Public Service Enterprise
:








Damages and Legal Expenses 25.50
Advertising and Reginal Association .. 90.00
Taxes bought by Town 2,479.77
Discounts, Abatements, Refunds 408.73
Total Current Maintenance Expenses $22,065.51
Interest
:
Paid on Principal of Trust Funds
Used By Town 52.50
Total Interest Payment 52.50
Indebtedness :
Payment to Trustees of Trust Funds
Balance of Fire Appropriation 521.47
Total Indebtedness Payment 521.47
Payment to other Governmental Divisions :
Paid to State Treasurer
:
State Head Taxes 3,140.48
Trustees of Trust Funds, Retired Notes 500.00
3,640.48
Tax Paid to County 3,084.51
Payments to School District 1952-1954 42,979.87
Total Payments to Other Governmental
Divisions 49,704.86
Total Payments for all Purposes $72,344.34




For the year ending December 31, 1953
Valuation April 1st, 1953




Other Neat Stock, 15 985.00
Sheep and Goats, 22 260.00
Fowls and Pigeons, 7,735 6,575.00
Fur Bearing Animals, 295 2.360.00
Wood, Lumber, etc 4,340.00
Gasoline Pumps and Tanks, 10 1,540.00
Stock in Trade 18,425.00
Mills and Machinery 3,310.00
Total Valuation 1,292,737.00
Blind and Soldiers' Exemptions 56,745.00
$1,2.35.992.00
APPROPRIATIONS
The following is a correct listing of the appropriations voted at
the Annual Town Meeting held March 10, 1953.
Article 2—Town Charges
Voted to raise and appropriate the sum of $3,357.50
To defray Town Charges
Town Officers Salaries $1,800.00
Town Officers Expenses 800.00




Parks and Playgrounds 150.00
Interest on Temporary Loans 202.50
Article 4—Highways





Article 5—Class 5 Roads
Voted to raise and appropriate the sum of 594.48
Article 6—Stevens Memorial Hall
Voted to raise and appropriate the sum of $2,200.00
For the maintenance of Stevens Memorial Hall
Article 7—Town Poor
Old Age Assistance
Voted to raise and appropriate the sum of 2,900.00
Town Poor 1,600.00
Old Age Assistance 1,300.00
Article 8—Fire Department
Voted to raise and appropriate the sum of 1,400.00
To defray the general expenses of the
Fire Department
Article 9—Street Lights
Voted to raise and appropriate the sum of $1,540.08
For Street Lights
Article 10—Town Dump
Voted to raise and appropriate the sum of 300.00
For Care of Town Dump
Article 11—Chester Free Public Library
Voted to raise and appropriate the sum of 400.00
To defray the expense of Chester Free
Public Library
Article 12^—-Cemeteries
Voted to raise and appropriate the sum of 175.00
For maintenance of Cemeteries
Article 13—Memorial Day
Voted to raise and appropriate the sum of 150.00
For Memorial Day
Article 14—Moth and Pruning Trees
Voted to raise and appropriate the sum of 100.00
For the destruction of Moths and
Pruning Trees
23
Article 15—Merrimack Valley Region Association
Voted to raise and appropriate the sum of 90.00
For the Merrimack Valley Region Assn.
Article 16—Civil Defense




Voted to raise and appropriate the sum of
To retire part of the Great Hill Cem-
eterv Notes
.500.00
Grand Total 1953 Appropriations $21,107.06
Net Amount Raised by Taxation $53,642.30
Poll Taxes 918.00
National Bank Stock 17.00
$.54,577.30
Tax Rate on One Hundred Dollars .$4.34
LIABILITIES








Charles H. Knowles 50.00
Charles Stevens 60.00
Oren F. Page 40.00
Hills Stevens 50.00
David Lane 70.00
Caroline M. Hall 50.00
Parker Morse .50.00
George Marden 50.00
James W. Gordon 50.00
James H. Hardy ; 50.00
George West 50.00










W. F. Warren 50.00
$1,500.00
TREASURER'S REPORT
of the Town of Chester, N. H. for the
year ending December 31, 1953
Receipts
Cash balance from 1952 account $11,698.57
Tax Collector
:
Property Tax 1949 $ 9.88
Property Tax, 1950 482.91
Property Tax, 1951 379.27
Property Tax, 1952 12,596.57
Property Tax, 1953 43,860.70 57,329.33
Timber Tax, 1952 199.82
Timber Tax, 1953 1,561.81 1,761.63
Head Tax, 1951 5.00
Head Tax, 1952 350.00
Head Tax, 1953 2,315.00 2,670.00
Head Tax Fines, 1951 .50
Head Tax Fines, 1952 24.50
Head Tax Fines, 1953 10.50 35.50
Poll Taxes, 1952 106.00











Filing Fees. 1952 and 1953





Part payment fire suppression costs
State Head Tax Reimbursement
Rent of Hall
Hardy Poultry Farm
Town of Fremont, Use of Grader ....
Town of Sandown, Use of Grader ....
Doris Stapleford
Henry Lemay
U. S. Naval Base, Portsmouth, N. H.
Money from Gas Meter










National Bank Stock Taxes 17.00
Total Warrant $54,577.30
Yield Taxes 1,740.92































Over assessment of Property Taxes 203.70

































Remittances to Treasurer $5.50
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SUMMARY OF TAX SALES
As of December 31, 1953
Dr.
1952 1951 1950 1949
Taxes Sold to Town $2,346.62 $1,449.92 $566.48 $9.88
Interest Collected 29.61 27.51 80.42 7.88
Total Debits $2,376.23 $1,477.43 $646.90 $17.76
Cr.
Remittances to Treasurer .. $1,116.63 $379.27 $482.91 $9.88
Interest Collected 29.61 27.51 80.42 7.88
Bankrupt Tax Uncollected 256.02
Deeded to Town 14.82 73.52 72.60
Unredeemed at close of year 1,215.17 741.11 10.97
Total Credits $2,376.23 $1,477.43 $646.90 $17.76
DETAIL STATEMENT OF PAYMENTS
Town Officers Salaries
Appropriated $1,800.00
Philip G. Hazelton, Selectman (Overseer Poor) $250.00
John A. West, Selectman 215.00
Austin C. Hunt, Selectman 200.00
Carrie A. Richardson, Town Clerk 268.00
Florence Herrick, Treasurer 75.00
Roland A. Nichols, Tax Collector 673.72
John H. True, Auditor 10.00
William Hardy, Auditor 10.00




Philip G. Hazelton, Selectman $60.00
John A. West, Selectman 35.00
Austin C. Hunt, Selectman .' 35.00
Florence Herrick, Treasurer 35.00
Carrie A. Richardson, Town Clerk 16.28
Robert Hazelton, Town Clerk 93.80
Mildred F. Hunt, Treas. Trustees of Trust Funds 35.00
Association of N. H. Assessors, Dues 3.00
29
Ruth N. Ray, PM, Postage 3.00
Austin C. Hunt, Postage 18.95
Philip G. Hazelton, Postage 6.96
First Nat. Bk., Deposit \'"auh, Trustees of Trust Funds 6.00
News-Enterprise Press, Town Reports & Ballots 241.75
Curtis Insurance Agency, Town Officers Bonds 147.30
R. H. Llewellyn Co., Supplies 2.50
Edson C. Eastman, Supplies 55.30
Ida M. Homer, Tax Collectors Dues 3.00
John W. A. Green, Copying Transfers 18.40
Sargent Bros. Printing Tax Bills 35.05
Edward Griffin, Janitor Supplies 2.30




George E. Pettigrew, Police $7.20
Edward E. Griffin, Supervisor 16.20
Ernest Edwards, Supervisor 16.20
Alvah Healey, Supervisor 10.80
Ladies Social Circle, Dinners and Lunch, Mar. 10 22.75




Lester J. Lewis $65.00




Edward E. Griffin, Health Officer $41.50








Ernest Nichols, Mowing $6.00
Earle Hazelton, Mowing, care of Town Clock 33.00




Trustees of Trust Funds $52.50
Stevens Memorial Hall
Appropriated $2,200.00
Edward E. GrifRn, Janitor ($4.03 Supplies) $604.03
Chester Telephone Service, Telephone Service 64.82
N. H. Electric Co., Electric Service 110.25
Gannon Coal and Supply Co., Coal 273.50
Alvah Healey, Hard Wood and Slabs 76.00
Earle Hazelton, Fitting Wood 20.00
Fuelite Gas, 26.00
H. P. Chase, Painting Hall 859.50




Rockingham County Hospital $2,325.00





State of New Hampshire $1,755.01
Fire Department, Including Forest Fires
Appropriated $1,400.00
N. H. Electric Service Co., Electric Service $15.32
Chester Telephone Co., Telephone Service 61.57
Curtis Insurance Agency, Insurance 99.50
R. G. Rowell Agent, Insurance 130.50
Gannon Coal and Supply Co., Coal 103.30
31
J. J. Moreau, Paint 64.83
H. P. Chase, Painting Fire House 120.70
Roland Nichols, Wire for Fire Alarm 10.92.
\'ictor Spollett. Labor and Supplies 14.2.'>
Hunt's Garage, Labor and Supplies 64.98
Wilbur Hunt, Forest Fires 94.55
Western Emergency, Batteries 15.20
Merrimac Tile Co., Tires and Tubes 95.64




N. H. Electric Ca $1,540.08
Town Dump
Appropriated $300.00
Frederick H. Weber, Bulldozer work at Town Dump .... $92.00
Harold Estes, Bulldozer at Town Dump 20.00
N. H. Farm Tractor Corp., Paint 5.55
Philip Hazelton, Mailing Notices 6.80
Wilbur Hunt, Fire at Town Dump 174.01
John Hazelton, Labor and Material 38.61
Merton Edwards, Guarding Dump 7.50
Maurice Colman, Guarding Dump 3.00
Roland Nichols, Guarding Dump 10.00
Roger Edwards, Guarding Dump 12.00
Harry Estes, Guarding Dump 15.00
James Towle, Guarding Dump 3.75
Frederick MacDonald, Supervisor at Dump 99.00
$487.22
Chester Free Public Library
Appropriated $400.00
Ella A. Allen, Treasurer $400.00
Cemeteries
Appropriated $175.00
Harry Edwards, Mowing $30.00





Haggarts Sport Shop, Material for Sports $18.63
Backmann Florist, Flowers 2.60
Forsaith Drowne Post, Supplies 74.41
$95.64
Moths and Pruning Trees
Appropriated $100.00
F. A. Bartlett Tree Exp. Co., Spraying Trees $100.00
Merrimack Valley Region Association
Appropriated $90.00
Merrimack Valley Region Association $90.00
Civil Defense
Appropriated $100.00
N. H. Electric Co., Lights $12.00
Chester Telephone Co., Telephone Service 42.94
$54.94
Great Hill Cemetery Notes
Appropriated $500.00
Trustees of Trust Funds, Retire part of Cemetery Notes $500.00
Damage By Dogs
Appropriated—None
George E. Pettigrew, Dog Officer $74.00
Legal Expenses $25.50
Taxes Bought By Town
Paid Tax Collector $2,479.77
Wrong Tax Refund




State of New Hampshire $3,140.48
School Tax
Treasurer of School District $42,979.87
General Expenses of the Highway Department
Appropriated $800.00
James W. Towle, Labor and Truck $85.00
33
N. H. Electric Co., Lights 12.00
R. C. Hazelton Co., Inc., Snow Plow Parts 85.75
James Eustis, Labor and Supplies 42.80
Curtis Insurance Agency, Insurance 182.32
N. H. Farm Tractor Corp., Parts 13.00




State of New Hampshire $594.48




Crawford, Waher, Labor $94.00
Hunt's Garage, Gasoline, Supplies, 8.20
Lewis, L. J., Truck 290.00
Merrimack Farmers Exchange, Salt 45.80
Mitch Filling Station, Gasoline 3.41
Noyes, Richard, Labor 11.50
Roberts, Harry 48.00




Corson, Fred, Gravel $20.00
Crawford, Walter, Truck 163.80
Church, Muriel, Gravel 82.70
Downing, Charles, Truck 62.40
Estes Filling Station, Gasoline 13.57
Eustis, James, Truck, Labor 6.20
Granite State Asphalt Product Co., Asphalt 358.70
Hammond, Lyman, Truck 66.30
Hume Pipe of N. E., Inc., Concrete Pipe 487.19
Hunt's Garage, Parts, Labor 18.58
Judy's Lunch, Gasoline 37.74
Lewis, L. J., Bridge Plank 75.00
Lane, Walter, Lumber 14.68
34
Mitch Filling Station, Gasoline, Oil
N. H. Farm Tractor Corp., Parts





Sinski, Lewis, Drilling, Blasting
Towle, James W., Truck, Labor
Tuttle, William, Shovel
Webber, R. E., Shovel
Webber, Henry, Truck
Webber, Richard, Truck





















Balance on hand $1,298.66
Dividends from Trust Funds 1,094.75
$2,393.41.
Expenditures
Paid Treasurer of Trust Funds $1,298.66
Treasurer's Bond 3.53
$1,302.19
Balance in Bank $1,091.22
Ella A. Allen. Treasurer
CHESTER GREAT HILL CEMETERY
TREASURER'S REPORT
Balance brought forward, Jan. 1. 1953 .... $696.52
Received from sale of lots 491.80






Balance on hand January 1, 1954 $1,122.09
Maurice Colman, Treasurer
CEMETERY TRUSTEES, TOWN OF CHESTER
French Addition
Harry C. Edwards, Treasurer
Balance on Hand $717.59
Interest to Date 21.68
$739.27
Paid Earle Hazelton 21.68
Cash To Balance 717.59
$739.27
Balance on Hand $717.59
REPORT OF TREASURER OF THE TRUSTEES
OF THE CHESTER PUBLIC LIBRARY
Receipts
Cash on Hand January 1953 $125.54
Received from Town 400.00
Received from John C. Chase Fund 15.11




Books and Magazines 220.84-
$418.84




Books added in 1953 181
Increased by purchase ?2
Increased by gift ..- 89
36
Magazines received ' :.. 24
By subscription .:.......... 14
By gift 10
Number borrowers 1952 131
Number borrowers 1953 120
Fines
Fines and sale old paper $18.82
Balance on hand from 1952 1.78
$19.60
Expended for magazines, books, postage and library
supplies $1 7.28
Cash on hand to balance 2.32
$19.60
We wish to thank all who have given books and magazines to
the library.
We also thank those who made the library attractive during
the Christmas Season.
Mabel R. Finnigan, Librarian
REPORT OF THE VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT
During 1953. ten calls were answered.
Buildings, None
Chimney Fires 2
Grass and Forest 7
Town Dump 1
New Equipment—None.
Necessary repairs on the trucks and equipment were made.
The Firehouse was painted two toats.
Victor B. Spollett. Fire Chief
AUDITORS REPORT
This is to certify that we have examined the books and ac-
counts of the Tax Collector, Treasurer, and Town Clerk, as required
by law, and find them correct and properly vouched.
We have also examined the books and accounts of the Select-
men, Road Agent, Trustees of Trust Fimds, Village Cemetery
Trustees, Great Hill Cemetery Trustees, Library Trustees, and
37
Trustees of tiie Wilcomb-Townsend Home as required by law or
custom and find them correct and properly vouched.
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Residence, Derry, N. H,, Tel. Office 195
SCHOOL NURSE
Martha D. Hurd

























Derry Village, N. H.
Chester, N. H.
SCHOOL CALENDAR
September 1953 to June 1954
1953
First Period
Opens Wednesday, Sept. 9
1954
Second Period
Opens Monday, Jan. 4
Third Period
Opens Monday, March I
Closes Wednesday, Dec. 23
Closes Friday, Feb. 19
Closes Wednesday, April 21
48
Fourth Period
Opens Wednesday, April 28 Closes at the end of 180
school days
TENTATIVE CALENDAR
September 1954 to June 1955
1954
First Period
Opens Monday, Sept. 8 Closes Thursday, Dec. 23
1955
Second Period
Opens Monday, Jan. 3 Closes Friday, Feb. 18
Third Period
Opens Monday, Feb. 28 Closes Friday, April 22
Fourth Period
Opens Monday, May 2 Closes at the end of 180
school days
SCHOOL WARRANT
THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
To the Inhabitants of the school district in the Town of Chester,
N. H. qualified to vote in district affairs
:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Stevens Memorial Hall
in said district on the 10th day of March, 1954 at 7 :45 o'clock in
the afternoon to act upon the following
:
1. To choose a Moderator for the ensuing year.
2. To choose a Clerk for the ensuing year.
3. To choose a member of the school board for the ensuing
three years,
4. To choose a Treasurer for the ensuing year.
5. To hear the reports of agents, auditors, committees or officers
chosen and pass any vote relating thereto.
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6. To choose agents, auditors and committees in relation, to
any subject embraced in the warrant.
7. To see what sum of mone\ the district will raise and ap-
propriate for the support of schools, for the salaries of school district
officials and agents, and for the payment of statutory obligations
of the district, and to authorize the application against said appro-
priation of such sums as are estimated to be received from the state
equalization fund together with other income ; the school board
to certify to the selectmen the balance between the estimated revenue
and the appropriation, which balance is to be raised by taxes by
the town.
8. To see if the district will vote to raise and appropriate a
sum of money to continue grading the area back of the school for
playground activities and pass any vote relating thereto.
9.. To transact any other business that may legally come before
said meeting.





























July 1, 1952 to June 30, 1953
INCOME
Cash on Hand July 1, 1952 $132.78
National School Lunch $1,145.51
State Aid 6,837.52
Tax Levy 41,979.87
Elementary School Tuitions 171.52
Trust Funds 264.72
Other Receipts 46.92
Total Net Receipts from all Sources .... 50,446.06
Grand Total Net Receipts 50,578.84
PAYMENTS
Administration
Salaries of District Officers 276.00
Superintendent's Salary (Local Share) 399.49
Tax for State Wide Supervision 438.00
Salaries other administrative personnel 229.28
Supplies and Expenses 328.18
Instruction
Teachers' Salaries 13,701.70
Books and Other Instructional Aids 276.18
Scholars' Supplies 230.38
Supplies and Other Expenses 276.55
Operation of School Plant
Salaries of Janitors 864.00
Fuel or Heat 1,235.94
Water, Light, Supplies and Expenses .... 600.91
Maintenance of School Plant





Special Activities and Funds 104.76




Retirement (Town's Share) 828.34
Insurance, Treas. Bonds & Expenses .... 692.31
Total Net Current Expenses 44,512.10
Capital Outlay
Additions & Improvements to Buildings 300.00
New Equipment 52.50
Debt and Interest
Principal of Debt \ 4,000.00
Interest on Debt 783.75
Total Net Payments for all Purposes 49,648.35
Cash on hand June 30, 1953 $930.49
AUDITOR'S CERTIFICATE
This is to certify that I have examined the books and other
financial records of the school board of Chester of which this is a
true summary for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1953, and find them
correctly cast and properly vouched.
September 5, 1953 Paul S. Nutting, Auditor
TREASURER'S REPORT
July 1, 1952 to June 30, 1953
Cash on hand July 1, 1952 $132.78
Received from Selectmen, appropriation $41,979.87
Received from State Treasurer, State Aid 6,837.52
Received from State Treas., School Lunch
Reimbursement 1,145.51
Received from Tuitions 171.52
Received as Income From Trust Funds .... 264.72
Received from all Other Sources 46.9.2
Total Receipts 50,446.06
Total Amount Available for Fiscal Year 50,578.84
Less School Board Orders Paid 49,648.35
Balance on Hand June 30, 1953 $930.49




This is to certify that I have examined the books, vouchers,
bank statements and other financial records of the treasurer of
the school district of Chester of which the above is a true summary
for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1953 and find them correct in all
respects.





Cash on hand June 30, 1953 $930.49
Total Assets
Liabilities
Accounts owned by District












Salaries of district officers $276.00
Supt. salary 412.30
Per Capita Tax 442.00





Other expenses of instruction 125.00
Salaries of janitors 900.00
Fuel 1,200.00
Water, light & janitor supplies - 450.00











Interest on debt 693.75
2,325.40
required for the expenses of the supervisory union for the
next fiscal year, which budget may include the salary and
expenses of supervisors of health, physical education, music,
art and guidance, and any other employees, and expenses
necessary for the operation of the supervisory union. The
supervisory union board shall apportion the total amount of
the budget among the constituent school districts on the
follow^ing basis, provided that each district shall be required
to pay for only those services in which they share. The basis
for the apportionment shall be one-half on the average
membership for the previous school year and one-half on the
last assessed valuation of the district. Prior to January
fifteenth in each year, the board shall certify to the chair-
man of the school board of each constituent school district
the amount so apportioned. Each district within a super-
visory union shall raise at the next annual district meeting
the sum of money apportioned to it by the supervisory union
board for the expenses of services which each district re-







REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS
To the Chester School Board
:
I herewith submit my twelvth annual report as superintendent
of schools in Chester.
STATISTICAL REPORTS
Enrollment
The total enrollment for grades one through eight for the period
ending January 31. 1954 was 172 as compared to 150 for the same
date last year and 151 two years ago.
The membership by school and grades as of January 31, 1954
follows
:
School Grade Total12 3 4 5 6 7 8
Chester 22 25 19 16 24 25 16 24 171
The number of Chester pupils who were in high school on
January 31. 1954 was:
School Grade Total
9 10 II 12
Hood 9 9
Pinkerton 10 9 12 31
Manchester Central 13 4
Raymond 5 7 4 1 17
Totals 15 20 13 13 61
Statistics For the School Year Ending June 30, 1953
Total registration 157
Half Days schools were in session 356
Average membership 147.3
Average attendance 137.1
Per cent of attendance 94.2
Pupils transported at district expense 89
On Monday, June 15, 1953 the following boys and girls whey
had completed the prescribed elementary program of studies were
presented diplomas
:
Abbott, Leta' Hart, Carleton
Bagley, James Lessard, Richard
Baldwin, Robert Menard, Stephen
BroMTie, Franklin Tucker, Harris
Carson, Gail Ware, Bessie
Fitts, Susan Wilson, Russell
The enrollment in the school was the highest in recent years;.
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an area that has great value to the individual both from the voca-
tional and personal standpoint. In a period of increased leisure a
vocational interest, like music, that are wholesome can make a
distinct and valuable contribution to the individual and to society.
Pupil Health
Two new programs were in operation this year. An opportunity
to participate in a group insurance plan was offered to parents.
This program was generally well accepted. The state dental health
service was provided for pupils of Grades 1-6. The hot lunch pro-
gram was continued. All of these programs made a contribution to
the protection and welfare of children.
Finance
The proposed operational budget increases $761.68. There are
small increases in almost every budgetary area. These increases
generally reflect increased enrollments. The increase in tax levy is
$1,187.56 in the proposed budget. This is due to a decrease in state
aid. The increased enrollment of the current year may affect state
aid favorably another year.
It is increasingly apparent that state support of education
should be increased. The increased cost of education both because of
increased prices and increased enrollments are far in excess of gains in
real property valuations. Local communities bear approximately
90% of the cost of education. The General Court should face the
issue and provide support so as to alleviate some of this load.
The cooperation of all has made possible the educational pro-
gram offered the children of Chester. Such cooperation makes the
responsibility of providing as good an educational opportunity as pos-
sible easier. The staff and administration appreciates this cooperative





Births, Marriages and Deaths
REGISTERED IN THE
TOWN OF CHESTER
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